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Waco by Chance

Not only was I pleased to see a beautiful vintage 
Waco F3 land at the airport Friday morning, I was 
taken by surprise when the pilot asked if anyone 
wanted a ride. Thinking he was joking, my hand 
shot up as I yelled, “sure, I’ll go.” Jim Bailey wasn’t 
joking. He stuffed me in the front hole, and I do 
mean “stuffed”, and headed for the sky. Outside of 
the hurricane force winds smashing over the wind-
shield and hanging on to my headset with both 
hands, I had a great ride. Memories of barnstorm-
ing in my old Stearman came flooding back. Many 
thanks to Jim. Turns out he’s a great guy!
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The Sounds of History

Don Marek and Ron Jarvis spent Friday at the Lake-
land Flying Festival and Car Show working on and 
demonstrating a one-hundred-year-old OX5 engine. 
The engine restored by Dean Tilton, a member of 
the OX5 Aviation Pioneers, had a leaky water pump 
that needed some tender loving attention before the 
demonstration. The Curtis OX5 was the first Amer-
ican-designed aircraft engine to enter mass produc-
tion. It became the engine of choice to power the 
famous JN-4 “Jenny” in the early 1900’s even though 
considered obsolete from day one.
For more info visit: ox5.org

FOR SALE:
Sean Andrews has his pristine Bellenca Viking for sale. Sean recently joined or 
FAMFAM group. For more information on his plane, contact him at
(480) 248-5898 or bellanca1730a@gmail.com 
or catch him at the airport for Friday morning coffee.



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, 
please email it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Schellville; The Aviator and the Hippie
Lawrence Drake

“A heartwarming book about a chance meeting between a young aviator driven by his pas-
sion for flying and a beautiful barefooted flower child...”

“I loved this story and couldn’t put it down…thanks for the fun read!”

Available on Amazon or through DrakeIP.com 
(or ask me at the airport)

Have You Ordered Your Cup?

If you haven’t ordered your custom Airport Manatee 
FAMFAM coffee cup yet, Larry Meadows is still taking 
requests. The coffee cups serve in place of name tags for 
us old guys with short-term memory challenges.

Submit a photo of your airplane or favorite ride for the 
front. The cup has a picture of Airport Manatee on the 
back. Most of us leave them hanging on the wall in the 
pilot lounge when not in use.

To get your cup:
SEND THE FOLLOWING TO BE PRINTED ON EACH CUP

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (prefer jpg file)

TO
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or cal (813) 634-8559

Missing In Action

Jerry Getsay’s Traveler hasn’t been flying for the 
last month. According to Ron Jarvis, Jerry came 
down with an ear infection that went to his throat 
and put him in the hospital. He’s on the mend but 
can barely talk. His wife, Geri, has encountered 
her own medical issues as well. They are a great 
couple and have been missed on Friday mornings. 
We wish them both a speedy recovery and look 
forward to their return. Of course, Geri’s brownies 
might have something to do with that.


