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I’m not planning on making this FAMFAM Update a monthly occurrence but I will report on airport happenings 
from time to time. If you have some news other pilot friends might be interested in, send it on to me at the email 
address above.

Hail, Hail, The Gang’s All Here

Friday Mornings are back in full swing at Airport 
Manatee if this morning is any indication. Lots 
of old friends we haven’t seen over the summer 
plus some new ones. Great weather, Richard Ifeld 
and Geri Huffman (my apologies for the spelling) 
brought homemade goodies, and others showed 
up with highly eatable contributions as well. Ralph 
Stanyard kept the occasion filled with airplane 
sounds as he must have done at least a dozen land-
ings. Rich Hueber invited a peek into his long, cov-
ered trailer filled with an AirCam kit he just picked 
up at Lockwood Aviation for a friend up north.
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Mark Saftner Solos

Sam Lindsay cut the shirttail off Mark Saftner in 
front of the FAMFAM crowd to the cheers of all. 
Mark had completed his first solo flight in his own 
Grumman Tiger. Lots of congratulations were ex-
tended as many of us remembered our first solo ven-
ture into the air. “I’m looking forward to learning all 
I can from all the experienced pilots that hang out 
there,” Mark says about the Friday morning group. 

Sam teaches in his Cessna 150 as well as several oth-
ers in their aircraft. 



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, 
please email it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Schellville; The Aviator and the Hippie
Lawrence Drake

“A heartwarming book about a chance 
meeting between a young aviator driven 
by his passion for flying and a beautiful 
barefooted flower child...”

Available on Amazon or through 
DrakeIP.com (or ask me at the airport)

Navion Accident

The big news was the sobering accident that occurred 
on Sunday, October 11 when a low-time pilot lost con-
trol of a Navion on takeoff from runway 25, plowing 
into the hangars. The four people on board miracu-
lously escaped before the aircraft was almost entirely 
consumed with fire. The only serious injury was a 
broken arm.
The Navion crashed through a hangar containing a 
Mooney and partway into Bill Burton’s hangar on the 
north side of the building. The intense blaze destroyed 
Bill’s Champ, most of his belongings, and a Stinson in 
the adjoining hangar.
Everyone marvels that the occupants escaped. We can 
all be thankful for that. It is a shame that four aircraft 
were lost but there was no loss of life.


