
FAMFAM UPDATE
Friday AM Friends of Airport Manatee

Lawrence Drake
ldrake@drakeip.com

ANOTHER HEUBER FISH FRY

If you haven’t been at Rich Heuber and Charlie Turner’s hangar 
when Rich hosts one of his spontaneous fish fries, you really 
missed something. I don’t care for fish but Rich works some 
magic and I can’t get enough of his crappies. I think that is what 
he cooks up. Whatever they are, between the fish, the beans, 
coleslaw, salads, and desserts that mysteriously appear, a real 
feast is had by all. Last Friday was no exception. Couple that 
with all the good airport banter among friends, and a great time 
is had by all.

Rich has a fishing buddy who knows all the right places. Be-
tween the two of them, they fill a freezer with the delicious 
little critters. Rich says he has enough for one more fry before 
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he heads north for the season. I, for one, hope he gets the 
chance before the call of the north country gets too strong.

We had some new friends show up as well. A gaggle of PA-
12s and a Huskey flew in for a visit from Clearwater. I met 
Joe DeLeon, pilot of the beautiful 150hp Super Cruiser but 
missed the other pilots. I understand that the three of them 
travel west from time to time in their “bush-buggies” for 
some back country Rocky Mountain flying. Joe said they 
would be back again for our Friday get-togethers. Seeing 
those Super Cruisers brought back some childhood memo-
ries for me. The PA-12 was my father’s first airplane and my 
first airplane ride. 

Notice: 
previous newsletters now online - 
drakeip.com/famfam



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Schellville; The Aviator and the Hippie
Lawrence Drake

“A heartwarming book about a chance meeting between a young aviator 
driven by his passion for flying and a beautiful barefooted flower child...”

“I loved this story and couldn’t put it down…thanks for the fun read!”

Available on Amazon or through DrakeIP.com 
(or ask me at the airport)

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

SPACEMAN IN OUR MIDST

A new face has joined our group, one that has seen the cur-
vature of the earth from sixy-thousand-feet. During three of 
the twenty-two years he served in the United States Air Force, 
Tom Barrett was a high altitude reconnaissance pilot (RB-57F) 
who participated in some of the USAF’s most secretive pho-
tographic and nuclear sampling reconnaissance flights. Few 
aviation enthusiasts know about the aircraft he flew. Built in 
1964 to replace U-2A and B models, this General Dynamics 
RB-57F aircraft was designed to carry a pilot, systems operator 
and a three ton HIAC (High Angle Offset) camera. Tom said 
the camera could identify a face from forty miles away.

Tom also served as a volunteer with EAA for many years and 
eventually managed the EAA Museum in Oshkosh. He has lots 
of interesting stories about flying high above the earth as well 
as building on tube and fabric in EAA’s restoration shop. He 
has had the opportunity to fly some machines that most of us 
only dream about. 

Look Tom up at the next Friday morning airport get-together. 
Once you get him started, sit back and be prepared to hear 
some stories about exceptional aviating that few have experi-
enced.




