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ANOTHER NEW AVIATOR FLYIN’ HIGH

Airport Manatee seems to have recently inspired a crop of 
young lady aviators to take to the air. The latest is Kate Dowling 
who grew up under Richard Hueber’s wing. Kate has flown in 
level flight around Ohio since she was fifteen in Rich’s Skyrang-
er. She got serious about flying over the last few weeks and put 
twenty-two hours in her logbook including a bunch of time in 
Ron Norfleet’s Cessna 150 under the tutelage of flight instructor, 
Jack Nichols. On Monday, March 8, she took to the air on her 
own and performed four faultless landings.

Twenty-two-year-old, Kate, graduated college last year with a 
degree in economics. Now back in Ohio, she is working tem-
porarily as a home care aid and will finish her private license 
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in Rich’s Aeronca Champ. We are looking forward to her 
return to Airport Manatee from time to time as a new fly-
ing member of our FAMFAM community.

SPRING FLY-IN & PICNIC, APRIL 3RD

EAA Chapter 180 serving Sarasota 
and Bradenton is holding its annual 
Spring Fly-in and Picnic at Airport 
Manatee on Saturday, April 3rd. As 
in the past, everyone is welcome. If 
the event is anything like last year, it 
will be feast for both the body and the 

eyes. Food service runs from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. Smart 
people bring folding chairs to sit on the flight line and 
watch the arriving and departing traffic, as well as spin tales 
of aviating.

Notice: 
previous newsletters now online - 
drakeip.com/famfam



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Schellville; The Aviator and the Hippie
Lawrence Drake

“A heartwarming book about a chance meeting between a young aviator 
driven by his passion for flying and a beautiful barefooted flower child...”

“I loved this story and couldn’t put it down…thanks for the fun read!”

Available on Amazon or through DrakeIP.com 
(or ask me at the airport)

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

SPLASH AND DASH

Jim Crane came by for the FAMFAM get-together again in his 
beautiful Carbon Cub amphibian. This time I got a first hand 
experience on the new PK 2050A floats designed specifically 
for the Carbon Cub by PK Floats. Jim is an unofficial spokes-
man for the sixty-six-year-old company and is promoting the 
floats whenever he can. 

Lucky for me, I somehow rated a ride. We headed out east of 
Airport Manatee and Jim picked out a nice stretch of water on 
the Little Manatee river. It looked small and narrow to me but 
it was a piece of cake for Jim and his cub. He set down with 
barely a ripple, taxied back and took off, breaking water within 

a few seconds. No worries! On the way back, he spotted a small ir-
rigation pond about the size of a postage stamp. Again, no problem, 
particularly when pulled along with 180 hp on such a light plane.

What a fun way to go! The only criticism I could possibly have of 
this great combination is that the landing gear does little to absorb 
the bumps and lumps in our turf runway. Jim will be back on FAM-
FAM days to come, so if you have any questions, he’d love to talk 
with you. You might even get a demo-ride.

Contact Jim... jimcrane04435@gmail.com or go to pkfloats.com


