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FLY’n HIGH

When Rachel Rheitge is determined to do something, she 
doesn’t waste any wind under her wings. Just two months, 
almost to the day, after her first solo, Rachel passed her private 
pilot check ride. She is now a certified private pilot. Don’t ex-
pect her to slack up anytime soon. She has plans to follow in her 
father’s footsteps and become and airline pilot. It’s great to see 
these enthusiastic young people fall in love with the same aerial 
adventure we old timers have spent a lifetime enjoying.

Well done, Rachel!

APRIL 18, 2021

Notice: 
previous newsletters now online - 
drakeip.com/famfam

SURPRISE VISITOR

My old eyes may be deceiving me, but last Wednesday, as 
we were changing spark plugs in Jerry Getsay’s Traveler, a 
sleek aerobatic monoplane flashed out of the sky, streaked 
down the runway, performed a steep climbing right turn 
and made short work of the pattern. The second approach 
was even faster and lower. The big-engined beast growled 
through my bones as it blew by, then climbed almost verti-
cal trailing white smoke, and gracefully made a ninety 
degree, knife-edge bank, disappearing to the the north.

Yesterday my wife and I sat in our lawn chairs, show center, at the Sun ‘n Fun air show when, what appeared to 
be that same plane, blew my mind with aerobatics that I thought only RC models could perform. Ever see an 
airplane do cartwheels in the sky... literally? Now, I’m not saying that Rob Holland buzzed our little airstrip in his 
one-of-a-kind all carbon fiber MXS-RH, but it sure looked like the same hot rod. If someone has more info on 
the mini-air show we got, please let me know.



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Schellville; The Aviator and the Hippie
Lawrence Drake

“A heartwarming book about a chance meeting between a young aviator 
driven by his passion for flying and a beautiful barefooted flower child...”

“I loved this story and couldn’t put it down…thanks for the fun read!”

Available on Amazon or through DrakeIP.com 
(or ask me at the airport)

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

SUN ‘N FUN

I went to Sun ‘n Fun on Saturday. The good news is that the 
weather cooperated and we had beautiful weather. Cloudy 
early, but mostly sunshine the rest of the day. I can prove it be-
cause I forgot my sunscreen and now have a very red nose and 
ears to match. The bad news is that it was so crowded we had 
to wait in line for thirty minutes to get a single slice of pizza. 
Of course there were lots of airplanes from all eras and imagi-
nation present to look at. The air show was top notch and the 
Blue Angels were outstanding. The thing that wetted my cheek 
was the Heritage Flight with a Raptor, Warthog, and Mustang. It is a shame that it takes a war to produce such 
amazing machines. There is both pride and sadness wrapped up in that formation.

FOR SALE

Digging through my old flight bag, I came across these two 
items that might be of use to someone. 
 • Pilot PA 200 2 Place MiniCom - This is an extender for the 
Pilot Intercom, i.e. for back seat passengers. - $15.00
 • Push To Talk Switch - $15.00
See me on Friday mornings or call 970 593-2711

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?
Send a photo, description, and contact info, and I will include 
it in the FAMFAM Newsletter. Contact info below.


