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ANOTHER BIRTHDAY BASH

Some of you may know Barry Mitch-
ell as the guy with the beautiful 
Cessna 152 (recently sold) who has 
been showing up for our Friday get-
togethers since the beginning of time. 
On Friday June 4, we celebrated his 
eighty-sixth birthday (I think I got 
that right) with the usual cake, brown-
ies, cookies, donuts, and all-around 
good friendship. What you may not know is that Barry was a 
private eye and a writer. In fact, he has written a novel based on 
his true-life adventures. The three-hundred-page book is titled 
‘MURKY WATERS’ where “victims of the dark side of gov-
ernment chart a perilous course to survive.”  Not available on 

Amazon but I bet Barry has a few copies he would be willing to part with. Teresa and I read it. A good mystery.

SMALL MIRACLES

My friend, Herman Cholewinski, asked if I would give his son, 
Adam, a ride in Mike Hascall’s Legend Cub. Twenty-six years 
ago, Adam was preparing for an airline career, getting his avia-
tion degree and ratings up through commercial. While prepar-
ing for his multi-engine check ride, he had an auto accident 
resulting in a spinal injury that left him virtually paralysed 
from the waist down. His dreams of flying were dashed and he 
hadn’t been in a small plane since. 

His father and I met the challenge of stuffing this 6’2” guy with 
barely functioning legs into the back seat of a cub. Once in the air, I guided Adam’s feet to the rudder pedals 
and turned over the controls to him. He flew like a pro as those twenty-six years melted away. I’ll let Adam tell 
you the rest in a message he sent me.

“I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the wonderful experience that you provided me Wednesday 
morning. The pilot part of my life was so important to me years ago and I had all but lost it until that day.  
Thanks to you, I was able to experience the physical part of aviation,  and now my mind has also been awak-



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

MORE THAN JUST A PILOT

A flat tire can’t keep a good pilot down. Rachel Rheitge wants to do it all, 
even if it requires getting greasy hands. With the prerequisite number of 
airport-bum spectators and one aged A&P for supervision, she tackled 
the flat tire on her own. She came prepared with a trunk full of new tools 
including a torque wrench. This gal is serious. In about an hour the airplane 
was ready to take to the air again.

I find it encouraging to see young people with the same passion for aviation 
that we old generation pilots had. 

ened to the logic/ emotional side of piloting.  I don’t know where my re-
kindled aviation flame will take me in the short term, but thanks to your 
kindness and generosity, I have a part of my life back! Thank you again.”

Adam didn’t know, since his medical had never been revoked (he simply 
let it expire), he is still a licensed pilot. I informed him he could fly Light 
Sport or possibly even get a Basic Med. All he needs to do is get current. 
I have no doubt he has the skills and enough leg control to fly safely. 
 
I think I enjoyed the experience almost as much as he did.

WWII DOCUMENTARY ONLINE

A few years ago I created a documentary film honoring the 
contributions of Lt. Vernon L. Drake in World War II. Lt. 
Drake was a B-24 pilot in the China, Burma, India Theater. He 
also painted a number of nose art pictures on bombers, two of 
which are now in the American Airpower Heritage Museum 
collection located in Midland, Texas.
 
Watch the video at
drakeip.com/mission-completed


