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TRIMMING THE BUSHES

Ron Jarvis took a small unplanned detour a week ago to trim 
the bushes on the south side of runway 7. After making a nice 
three-point landing, he had intended to have a leisurely rollout 
to end a perfect flight. Unfortunately, a gusty crosswind had 
other ideas. Before he knew it, the Champ was headed for the 
weeds with Ron’s left foot stomping the rudder pedal to the 
floor. But, the corrective action came too late. The little yel-
low bird had made up its mind. As branches and leaves flew 
through the air, the old pilot adage, “fly the airplane from chock 
to chock,” came to mind. A good reminder for all of us.

A sandy berm about four-foot high hid under all those bushes 
causing a rather sudden stop as the right landing gear impacted 
the dirt and folded under. The cowling got severely crunched, 

breaking off the carburetor, smashing the oil sump and firewall, 
and otherwise rendering the Champ unairworthy. Luckily, Tom 
Reeder and several others were around to help Ron pull his prize 
ride from the weeds and get it back to its hangar.  Ron was not 
hurt other than bumping his head on the window frame and a 
slightly brused ego.

Gerald Huffman and I are helping Ron navigate the trials of deal-
ing with the insurance company and the process of recovery, 
whatever that entails. The fate of the little yellow Champ is still in 
question... Those dern crosswinds!
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Lawrence Drake
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If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

REPRIEVE

Robert Curtis’ Ercoupe will be heading north for an airframe makeover. 
After Robert discovered that corrosion was trying to eat up his beloved 
little bird, he almost sent it to the scrap heap. That was until several 
helpful A&P/IA retired mechanics assured him that his airplane was 
both salvageable and currently airworthy. Robert will be back in mid-
July to ferry the Eroupe home to a friends shop who will deal with the 
dreaded deterioration and restore the little guy back to its former self.

WINGED DRAGON

If you’re lucky, you’ll be hanging out at Airport Manatee when an un-
usual aircraft graces the grassy runway. On this day, it was a beautiful 

RV8 owned by Chuck Hallett 
from Fisherville, Kentucky. The 
airplane was built by the late 
John Marshall, known for his 
superized RV8s. This one has 
an IO-540 (250hp) with a speed 
prop. The paint job with the 
winged dragon is certainly an eye-catcher. Chuck is down visiting rela-
tives and may drop in for our Friday get-togethers. 

OVER GROSS

Look closely at this picture and you will see a very large wasp carrying 
a much larger meal. This is a Cicada Killer, or giant ground hornet, and 
they have invaded the shade hangars. The good news is, as scary as they 
look, the are not aggressive. Watching one carry a cicada almost three 
times its size is a fascinating sight. With wings whirring, she could only 
maintain about a 40˚ descent. I say “she” because it is the females that 
hunt. Tom Reeder had the nests sprayed but they will be around for a 
while.


