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TOP TO BOTTOM

Ashley Place may be a little soft spoken but get him talk-
ing about his recent trip and you will be in for a treat. Ash-
ley recently moved to Florida from Anchorage, Alaska and 
brought his Cessna 172 bush buggy with him. Two weeks ago 
he made the almost five thousand mile trip from the top of 
the East Coast to the bottom of the West Coast of the United 
States. He did it in six days—one day lost to weather.
 
“I learned one thing,” Ashley said, “that’s way too long to sit 
in an airplane.” If I heard right, he spent thirty six hours in 

the seat. He did have a friend along to share the flying.
 

A true Alaskan pilot, his airplane hasn’t touched too many 
paved strips. “Mostly skis and floats, 

Ashley said.” He would like 
to team up with some-
one who could show him 
around all the high-tech 
skies we have in Florida. 
Things are a bit crowded 
here compared to the 
open and wild expanses 
of our 49th state.

 
Corner Ashley at one of our Friday get-togethers and get 

him to tell his story and show his pictures. They include 
glacial rivers of ice, a DC-3 weather vane in White 
Horse, Yukon Territory, Watson Lake WWII Aviation 
Museum, the Great Plains country, Mississippi River, 
and more.

Welcome, Ashley, to the FAMFAM family.

Lawrence Drake
ldrake@drakeip.com



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711
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FAMFAM TIDBITS

OTHER NEWS:

Robert Curtis’ Ercoupe has returned from West Virginia after an extensive going-through. Corrosion problems 
have been resolved along with some surprising discoveries about missed items on earlier inspections by aircraft 
maintenance shops. Robert climbed to 8,500 feet over the Appalachian Mountains on the way back —he could 
never get above 5,000 feet prior to this. Needless to say, he is pleased with the outcome. 

Rachel Rheitge will be taking her instrument exam next week. We wish her the best of luck, although she makes 
her own luck. It is one more step on her way to becoming a commercial pilot and flight instructor.

Jack Nichols surprised a gang of us who went for our traditional Friday lunch at Popi’s by silently picking up the 
tab. The clam chowder was great as usual. Thanks, Jack! 

C-150 FACE LIFT
John Santonocito has been flying since 1979 when he earned his Private 
Pilot License in Buffalo, NY. He flew until 1992 during which time he 
owned three Cessna 150s, a Piper Cherokee 140, and built a two-place 
Sonerai. He had given up flying until he drove into Airport Manatee in 
2019. Meeting Bill Burton and seeing him fly at his advanced age gave 
John the confidence that he could still fly, too. He ended up buying his 
Cessna 150 from Bill. 

Unfortunately, it needed some work including a lot of surface corro-
sion and peeling paint. After touching up spots on his own, John finally 
decided, with urging from his wife, Sue, to get the whole airplane painted. 
The result is a beautiful bird that both John and Sue are very proud of. 
And rightfully so. Ace Aircraft Refinishing in Bartow not only painted 
the airplane, they inspected every nook and cranny, removing parts and 
pieces for individual painting. A nice recent upholstery job spruced up 
the inside, too. The little Cessna now looks like it just came from the fac-
tory. 


