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WWII VETS FLY AGAIN

Last Monday, September 27, one of my all-time favorite 
airplanes landed at Airport Manatee as I was taking off in 
the Legend Cub. The bright yellow Stearman floated in and 
kissed the grass in a perfect three point touchdown. My 
heart always softens a bit with remembrances of Teresa and 

my summer of barnstorming in my old PT-17. There 
is just nothing like flying a Stearman.

By the time I returned from a loop around Anna 
Maria island, the yellow biplane sat proudly at the 
gas pump covered with sponsor decals. A couple of 
gentlemen smartly dressed in white polo shirts with 
the same logo had gathered a small crowd. I joined 
the gaggle of airport bums and asked the question, 
“what’s this all about?”

It turns out that Andrew Lohmar, the pilot from 
Snohomish, Washington, is a volunteer with Dream 

Flights, the organization that owns the Stearman and 
four more like it in various livery colors. Their mission is 

to “Give Back to Those Who Gave.” That is, to honor WWII 
military veterans and seniors with the adventure of a life-

time... a flight in a Boeing Stearman biplane.

I got back too late to meet the lucky passenger, a ninety-four-
year-old veteran. Unfortunately, I didn’t even get his name or 
history. I’m hoping his story will show up on the Dream Flights 
website or their Facebook page. It seems that Airport Manatee 
may have been an unscheduled stop because we don’t appear 
on their published schedule. In any event, it was great to have 
them here and to learn about this great organization.

VISIT: www.dreamflights.org

Lawrence Drake
ldrake@drakeip.com



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

FAMFAM TIDBITS

If you ever get bored and are looking for something to read, there are a number of short stories I have written 
posted on my website. Several are flying stories. Go to: 
       www.drakeip.com/short-stories

FRIDAY LUNCH AT POPI’S

Ever wonder where some of us disappear to around lunchtime on Fri-
days? Wonder no more because anyone is welcome to join the airport 
bums at Popi’s Place just down HWY 41west of Airport Manatee. We get 
to tell more airplane fables and solve world problems over a burger or 
bowl of their famous New England clam chowder. We even have our own 
well trained waitress, Theresa, who seems to have a gift for remembering 
what we like from week to week. Fridays at Popi’s has become a tradition 
even after filling up with cookies and donuts in the morning at Charlie 
Turner’s hangar or the pilot lounge. Listen for the call, “anybody going to 
lunch?” Follow the flow to Popi’s. Oh, and prepared for a prayer by pastor 
Ron before gobbling the goodies... he can’t help himself.

The smiling faces around the table from left to right are:
John Healy, Jerry Gatsay, Ron Norfleet, Tom Sawyer, Ashley Place, Laurel 
Smith, Ron Jarvis, Laurence Drake, and John and Sue Santonocito. 


