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THOSE ARE THE BREAKS

On Friday, October 9th, many of us watched as Gerry and Karen MacK-
innon taxied their recently acquired RV-6 to the end of runway 7 ready 
to launch on a weekend trip to the Keys. As we admired the sleek red, 
gray, and white paint job from afar and awaited the growl of takeoff, sev-
eral speculated on how short the run would be... only the takeoff didn’t 
occur. After sitting on the departure end for some time, the RV taxied 
back off the runway in a left-hand turn and came to a stop. Gerry could 
be seen getting out of the aircraft and walking around to examine the 
tail. Something was wrong.

Eventually, his bird was towed, tail first, back to the hangar. To hear 
Gerry tell it, he rolled onto the runway ready for takeoff when his right 
rudder pedal gave way and went all the way to the floorboard. Confused 
as to what had caused it, he got out to inspect the cables and attach-
ments to determine the culprit. Back at the hangar, it became obvious 
that the rudder pedal had broken completely free of the torsion tube 
from which it hung. Gerald Huffman, builder of several RV’s and an IA 
mechanic happened to be at our FAMFAM gathering and took a look. 
He then proceeded to stuff his 6-foot plus-plus frame into the cockpit 
headfirst with a fist full of wrenches and spent the next few hours wres-
tling the offending rudder/brake pedal assembly out of the airplane. Of 
course, by that time a small crowd of curious airport bums had gath-
ered, ready to offer their valued advice. Sure enough, the rudder pedal 
had not only broken free, the failure wasn’t caused by the welds, which 
looked good. The pedal had actually torn away cleanly from the torque 
tube around each weld. 

One can only speculate on the outcome had the pedal given way on 
Gerry’s takeoff run but there is no doubt that fate had diverted a major 
catastrophe. Gerry, a United Airline Captain and former fighter pilot 
at the Royal Canadian Air Force, said he and Karen had barely escaped 
with their lives. I think we all agreed.
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If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711
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FAMFAM TIDBITS

If you ever get bored and are looking for something to read, there are a number of short stories I have written 
posted on my website. Several are flying stories. Go to: 
       www.drakeip.com/short-stories

One thing I know for certain, I learned more about Gerry than I did be-
fore. He joins the ranks of pilots I continue to be surprised and impressed 
by at Airport Manatee. We have an amazing collection of aviators.


