
FAMFAM UPDATE
Friday AM Friends of Airport Manatee

JANUARY 8, 2022

view previous newsletters online 
drakeip.com/famfam

FRIDAY FEASTING

Choices for overindulgence abound now on Fri-
day’s at Airport Manatee. Besides the array of 
cookies, donuts, brownies, and other goodies that 
inevitably show up, a food-truck has been added to 
the mix. The Groovy Grill Bus offers Smash Burg-
ers, grilled sandwiches, and more... even mac ‘n 
cheese. By all accounts, the food truly is “groovy.”

For those who want to stick with tradition, a group 
still descends on Popi’s somewhere around high-noon. Popi’s is 
just down the road from Airport Manatee. Some of us are com-
mitted to their Friday special, a large cup of New England clam 
chowder and a roll... guaranteed to fill you up. There is generally 

an hour or two of tall tales of flying adventures included.

Of course, there is no reason why you can’t do both... or all 
three. One thing is for certain, if you leave Airport Manatee 
hungry it is by choice.

Lawrence Drake
ldrake@drakeip.com

Happy New Year!

NEW KID ON THE BLOCK

This beautiful Piper J5 showed up on the flight line a couple 
of weeks ago. I believe the owner is Guy Byars. Please cor-
rect me if I’m wrong. Quite an engaging fellow with a ton of 
tail wheel experience. I have a particular interest in the J5 
because the first airplane I restored back in the 1970’s was a 
J5. Seeing this airplane brought back some fond memories. 
If I heard right, Guy is hoping for a hangar on the field. I’d 
love to see this little Piper stay around.



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

OLD FARTS FROM MANATEE

Ed Wadsworth, Gerry MacKinnon, Charlie Turner, and Rich Hueber 
represented Airport Manatee at the Old Farts gathering in LaBelle (X14) 
last Thursday. Ed and Rich flew down in Rich’s Sport Arrow, and Char-
lie rode with Gerry in his Taylorcraft. LaBelle had a good turnout with 
excellent weather and over fifty airplanes. Ed and Charlie switched up 
on the return flight so each got an introduction to T-craft flying.

The Old Farts Flying Club flies out to a different location almost every 
Thursday. Anyone is invited to join in. To get on the Old Farts mailing 
list simply drop Robert Brown a note at roger.dga15p@gmail.com

BOOKS BY FAMFAM AUTHORS
 Available on Amazon.com
 Surprised at Being Alive - Robert Curtis (now in audio book)
 Panda Girl - Lawrence Drake
   (PS - I keep a few in my car)

OUT OF THE ORDINARY

We can always count on Rich Hueber to show up with a 
unique airplane from his stable. This one he had on his farm 
strip up north and trailered it down for the winter. A single-
place two-stroke with a smoke generator, it had everyone 
asking, “what the heck is it?” I wish I could answer that but 
I’ve already forgotten. I just know it is small!

Rich says it flies great and proved it by putting around the 
pattern at 50 mph with a low-level pass leaving a smoke trail 
behind.


