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CELEBRATING 102 YRS

On January 18, 1920, Harold James Jackson (aka 
Pops) was born in Apollo, PA. He graduated from 
Apollo high school in 1937 and was drafted into 
the Navy in December 1944. Pops was sent to basic 
training at the Finger Lakes training center in New 
York, spent three months in training in Pensacola, 
Florida, and then was assigned to Patuxent River 
Naval Air Station for the duration. During his 
service, he was a gunnery instructor and flew in 
many of the naval planes at that time. He said he 
never knew that the Navy had ships, he only saw 
airplanes. His discharge came in April 1946.

Pops learned to fly in 1946 and flew for a couple of 
years but then life and family interrupted his flying. 
In the late 1950s, he returned to flying and rented 
Piper Cubs from a local airport. In the early 1960s, 
he and three other Masons formed a flying club 
that purchased a 1946 Aeronca Champ and eventu-
ally a Cessna 170. He flew this plane until the club 
was disbanded about 1968.

On January 18, 2022, family and friends gathered 
at Manatee Airport to celebrate Pops’ birthday with 
a ride in a Piper J3. John Santonocito noticed the 
dozen motorcycles and a large group of people over 
by the pilot’s lounge and went to investigate.  He got 
the story and snapped a few pictures. Ron Jackson, 
Pops’ third son, filled in some history for our news-

letter thanks to Mike Hascall’s connection to the family. 

What a great way to celebrate one hundred and two years of living.

Lawrence Drake
ldrake@drakeip.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

AIRCRAFT TRANSITION

Most of us have experienced that “oh, crap!” moment when 
the unexpected happens and we’ve lost or almost lost control 
of the aircraft or situation. Fortunately, many recover before 
any real damage is done. It is extremely heartbreaking when 
things turn out bad for one of our fellow pilots. 

Unfortunately, things did not go well for Daniel Baker and 
his newly acquired Glasair SH-2. Transitioning from general 
aviation into a new aircraft, particularly a small, fast, tailwheel 
airplane requires the development of a new skill set. Daniel 

was working on perfecting those skills when he had an unplanned departure from the runway that severely dam-
aged the aircraft. As an aviation community, we need to support our 
fellow aviators when things go awry. If you see Daniel, take a mo-
ment to encourage him as a fellow pilot.

BOOKS BY A FAMFAM AUTHOR
 Available on Amazon.com
 Shellville: aviator and the hippie - Lawrence Drake
 Panda Girl: China-Burma-India - Lawrence Drake
  or visit drakeIP.com

FIRST SOLO

A first solo is always a great thing. It’s particularly fun when 
a young person takes to the wing. Sixteen-year-old, Andrew 
Gryshchenko lifted off on his own on January 19 in Daryl 
Hickman’s Legend Cub. Andrew got his opportunity through 
KidsFlyCubs.org, a public charity dedicated to educating 
America’s youth by providing free-of-charge, high-quality 
stick-and-rudder based flight training. The 2015 AL-3 Leg-
end Cub they fly has been dubbed “Woodstock.” Daryl is 
Executive Director and has the support of his wife Jean, and a 
number of dedicated pilots.

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Lawrence+V+Drake&crid=QWQYSEV2R3AJ&sprefix=lawrence+v+drake%2Caps%2C195&ref=nb_sb_noss_1
http://drakeip.com
http://kidsflycubs.org

