
FROM THE AUTHOR

     For those of you who may not be familiar with the whys and 
werefores of this FAMFAM Newsletter, it started back in July of 
2020 after hanging out on Friday mornings with a bunch of pilots 
in the pilot lounge. With so many good stories and recounting of 
local airport events floating around the table, I decided to take it 
upon myself to document a bit of what I heard. For lack of better 
inspiration, I christened it, and the group FAMFAM... Friday AM 
Friends of Airport Manatee. 
     With the intent of publishing this new creation only occasion-

ally when I felt the urge, it has become a monthly and sometimes semi-monthly tabloid... albeit a very small one. 
Keep in mind that the news printed herein is that of a single person’s perspective. I certainly don’t have an over-
riding finger on the pulse of Airport Manatee. But, if I hear of an interesting event or encounter one first hand it 
may end up on these pages.
     I encourage anyone who has airport, aircraft information, or news related to Airport Manatee and our fel-
lowship of pilots and airport bums to send me an email, corner me at the field, or give me a call. We’ll see if it is 
“newsletter worthy.”  Check out my contact info at the bottom of this letter.

THE GATHERING PLACE

     There is more than one place to hang out with aviation enthu-
siasts at Airport Manatee and tell tall tales. Almost any day of the 
week you can find a few diehard airplane nuts discussing their 
latest project over a 
cup of coffee. Set out 
a few chairs around 
an airplane and they 
will come. Ron Jarvis 
filled his hangar with a 

recently acquired Taylorcraft, popped the cowling, and waited. Before 
long a whole tribe of mechanics, would-be mechanics, supervisors, 
and advisors gathered to provide assistance and advice. Before long 
the prop was off, an offending manifold sent for repair, and ample 
time still remained for coffee and reminiscing.
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BEWARE OF UNSEEN HAZARDS

     On any airport, unseen hazards can be lurking beyond designat-
ed taxiways and parking areas. Unfortunately, a pretty little Piper J5 
found one when taxiing cross-country to runway 25 from the grass 
tie down area.  For-
tunately, the Airport 
Manatee community 
comes together when 
one of our own needs 
help. It didn’t take long 

for Rich Hueber to hitch up his small utility trailer and, with the help 
of a dozen or more FAMFAM coffee drinkers, get the stricken bird 
back to the safety of a hangar for its owner. Damage to the aircraft 
was substantial and it is currently being disassembled, its fate un-
known to me at this time. 

OTHER NEWS:

• This Friday morning, Feb. 25th, Mark Connors will receive the FAA’s Master Pilot Award. The presentation will 
take place in Mark’s hangar. All are welcome to attend.
• John Santonocito had a soft cylinder repaired and reinstalled on his newly painted Cessna 150.
• Rich Hueber sold his little single-seat, 2-stroke Ridge Runner 3 that he flew out of his home strip near Cleveland 
all summer. That still leaves him with his Sky Arrow, Aeroprackt twin, and who knows what else. It’s hard to keep 
up.
• Richard Cheek, a longtime Airport Manatee flyer, passed away last October at the age of 89. The fate of his blue 
and white Taylorcraft and Cessna 150 is unknown at this time but 
family members where out cleaning up the neglected birds. 
• Anytime is coffee time in the pilot lounge.

If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

BOOKS BY A FAMFAM AUTHOR
 Available on Amazon.com
 Shellville: aviator and the hippie - Lawrence Drake
 Panda Girl: China-Burma-India - Lawrence Drake
  or visit drakeIP.com


