
GROUND LOOP

Barry Mitchell was taxiing his walker in front 
of the hangars when things got out of control and 
he ground looped. While there appears to be no 
damage to the walker, Barry sustained some rather 
serious injuries. As a result, he ended up in the Bra-
denton River Rehab maintenance shop for repairs. 
At last report, he may be there for several weeks.

An avid aviation enthusiast, retired private de-
tective, and author, Barry has been a fixture around 
Airport Manatee for many years. He parted with 

his pristine Cessna 150 not too long ago but enjoys swapping avia-
tion adventure stories at the Friday morning (FAMFAM) gatherings.

We all wish Barry a rapid recovery and look forward to his pres-
ence once again at the aviator’s roundtable of tall tales.

HANGAR FACELIFT

     The crumpled, twisted, and blackened eyesore of a hangar, 
the remnante of a takeoff gone bad several years ago, has finally 
received a facelift. The wreckage of the burned-up Mooney was 
unceremoniously hauled to the back lot, and the hangar repaired. 
Twisted metal and beams had to be replaced but the hangar is 
now restored to its former appearance. Actually, somewhat bet-
ter than its neighbors now that it has new metal. Of course, it will 
no longer be a conversation starter for newcomers to the airport. 
That is a good thing.
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AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

 An eclectic collection of motorized two-wheelers are showing up 
at Manatee Airport. Had I planned for the event, we could have had 
a full lineup from scooters to road hogs. It seems that pilots enjoy 
bugs in their teeth when not flying. Get the conversation away from 
airplanes and onto motorcycles and the energy stays the same. There 
are few airports these days that allow such motorized vehicles on the 
premises. At Airport 
Manatee there is still 
freedom on the ground 
as in the air. There is 
nothing like wheeling 
around the airport after 
a morning flight sight-
seeing over Anna Maria 
Island.

FOR SALE

1946 TAYLORCRAFT BC12D, Light-Sport Ready. 110 MPH on 
4.4 GPH. Cont. A-65, great condition, Apr. 2022 annual. This air-
plane will turn heads wherever it goes. See Ron Jarvis at the airport 
or call (941) 725-4545. $29,500
See complete details on Barnstormers.com

If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

BOOKS BY A FAMFAM AUTHOR
 Available on Amazon.com
 Shellville: aviator and the hippie - Lawrence Drake
 Panda Girl: China-Burma-India - Lawrence Drake
 Red Boots Rebel: keeping secrets - Lawrence Drake
  or visit drakeIP.com


