
SO IT BEGINS

It’s hard not to notice that the grove of trees on 
the approach end of runway 07 has disappeared, 
particularly when landing. That pesky burble with 
the down draft just before touch down is missing. 
Piles of brush from the decimated forest lay on 
black, bare ground, waiting to be set afire.

I’m not privy to the inner thoughts of the new 
airport owners but based on their initial plan of 
adding a new east-west, paved runway on the 
north side of the hangars, this looks like a begin-
ning.

Demo-
lition has 

also been sporatic but ongoing on the north side of the airport entrance 
driveway. Many of the larger trees have been left standing but I under-
stand that is because the lightweight machinery that is currently being 
used doesn’t have enough muscle to bring them down. 

At some point, when the wind is right and the fire hazard is low, a 
large plumb of black smoke will rise from Airport Manatee. In the mean-
time, workers continue to hack away at the overgrown fields at a slow but 
steady pace.

A HAPPY BIRTHDAY

     I figured I would let my seventy-fifth birthday slide by unnoticed. That was not to 
be. My daughter, Elicia, showed up on a surprise visit from Colorado to wish me a 
happy three-quarters of a century. As a special gift she didn’t know she was giving, I 
got to take her on a ride in the Cub. Elicia has had a fear of flying ever since she took 
an introductory flying lesson with an insensitive instructor. The instructor turned 
the controls over to her on takeoff with little guidance. Elicia was terrified.  
     The open door and a leisurley flight along the beaches of Anna Maria Island did 
the trick. She loved it. Fear melted away and she is once again an aviation enthusiast.
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IN THE NEWS AGAIN

 After many weeks of postponement for a variety of reasons, Rachel 
Rheintgen finally passed her check ride and is now a fully certified 
Flight Instructor. Not wasting any time, she has been putting her new 
rating to work and giving her Cessna 150 a workout with new students. 
Congratulations, Rachel!

Rachel also had a couple of buddies 
with her last week that she rescued from 
certain death. Their mother was crushed 
on the road near Rachel’s home. She 
nursed them for a few days and turned 
them over to a shelter that will release 
them back into the wild when they 
are ready. In the meantime, she enter-
tained us with possums in her hair and 
under her hat. Quite an unusual sight.

FOR SALE

1946 TAYLORCRAFT BC12D, Light-Sport Ready. 110 MPH on 
4.4 GPH. Cont. A-65, great condition, Apr. 2022 annual. This air-
plane will turn heads wherever it goes. See Ron Jarvis at the airport 
or call (941) 725-4545. $29,500
See complete details on Barnstormers.com

If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

OTHER NEWS
 Scott Jacobs said his C-182 (N2432X shade hangar 43A) will be away until 
late fall. After an annual that uncovered issues, his O470 is on its way to Zephyr 
Hills for an overhaul. He is having the 520 cylinders installed as well as a Power-
flo exhaust.  The result should be 285 hp out of the 470. He has offered to share 
updates and pricing if anyone is interested.


