
NEW WINGS & ANOTHER YEAR 
OLDER

A “Made In The USA” Vashon Ranger showed 
up at Airport Manatee a few weeks ago... the 
new wings of Gerald Huffman. The Ranger was 
designed to fill the gap between aging, under-
equipped certificated aircraft, and expensive Light 
Sport Aircraft. The airplane comes equipped with a 
full Dynon glass panel, including Autopilot. After 
a few avionics glitches, Gerald’s plane is back in the 
air. Pulled 
along with a 
Continental 
O-200-D, it 

seems like a pretty nice little ride. It’s 
hard to keep up with Gerald’s aircraft, he always has something in the 
works. As a retired A&P with IA, he can’t leave airplanes alone. If he isn’t 
working on one of his, he is helping someone else. The Ranger’s job will 
be teaching his wife, Shelia, how to fly.

Extra cake and balloons showed up at Friday morning’s weekly get-
together. Gerald celebrated his eighty-forth birthday.

MAKING SURE

     I couldn’t figure out what the guy with the strange-looking contrap-
tion on a trailer was doing for so long at the gas pump. It seemed he 
was having a hard time filling the thing up with fuel. He’d play with 
the pump, stick the nozzle in the stack on the trailer, and play with 
the pump some more. The apparatus sort of looked like a still. In my 
ignorance, I finally had to ask if he needed any assistance. In over 
fifty-five years of flying, I had never seen someone calibrating a gas 
pump. I felt a little foolish when I learned that’s what was going on. 
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UNDER ATTACK
Spending most of my flying career in the Rocky Mountain region of 

the country, corrosion wasn’t much of an issue. I’m learning first-hand 
that the subject isn’t to be taken lightly in Florida. Our high humid-
ity coupled with salt-laden air plays havoc with unprotected metal 
on aircraft. Left unattended, corrosion will devour our  prized pos-
sessions.  This week, 
more than one person 
was seen fighting off 
the nasty stuff. Mike 
Haskell has found that 

even aircraft manufacturers can skip over important metal prep 
before painting. The wingroot fairings and gas tank covers on his 
Legend Cub are a case in point. When corrosion attacks alumi-
num, the only course of action is to take the corrosion down to 
bare metal and apply corrosion inhibitors like the Aluminum 
Prep Kit offered by aerotouchups.com. It contains Alumiprep 
33 for cleaning and Alodine 1201 for corrosion protection.

FOR SALE

1946 TAYLORCRAFT BC12D, Light-Sport Ready. 110 MPH on 
4.4 GPH. Cont. A-65, great condition, Apr. 2022 annual. This air-
plane will turn heads wherever it goes. See Ron Jarvis at the airport 
or call (941) 725-4545. $29,500
See complete details on Barnstormers.com

If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

MY BOOKS
 Yep... I still have books for sale. They can be bought on Amazon 
or I carry copies with me. Amazon offers both paperback and Kindle. Just 
Google Amazon and enter Lawrence V Drake to see all my books.
 Reviews are always welcome... good, bad, or ugly.


