
ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT

NOTAM 09/229
48X Airport Manatee
Start Date UTC: 09/16/2022
End Date UTC: 09/23/2022
RWY 07/25 Closed

Excessive rain has turned our grass runway into a 
bog and it doesn’t look like the weather is going to 
lighten up anytime soon. As a result, the runway is 
closed through Friday of next week unless we get 
some serious sun to dry things out. The soft turf 
quickly turns into ruts and mud with a few aircraft 
operations... not to mention extended takeoff runs.
     The dismal cloud cover and occasional rain 
showers didn’t dampen spirits too much for Fri-

day’s FAMFAM get-together. There were still plenty of cookies, coffee, and donuts to go around. A few snowbirds 
are winging their way back south so our group is growing again. Kathy Brassard snapped some photos of the oc-
casion as proof that camaraderie is still alive and well at Airport Manatee despite the restriction.
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QUICK GETAWAY

     Mark Conner found some not-so-pretty lifters, among other 
parts in the engine of his RV-10 that required a teardown and over-
haul. He needed to get his cylinders to the overhaul shop but the 
runway was closed. Ed Sweeney volunteered to fly him there in his 
RV-10 but it took some negotiating to get off the ground. Airport 
Manager, Tom Reeder contacted the FAA and had the Notam lifted 
temporarily so Ed and Mark could depart. That took some time but 
eventually, with wet grass, mud, and water sprayed up behind the 
aircraft as the RV-10 lifted into the air and disappeared to the East.

FOR SALE

1946 TAYLORCRAFT BC12D, Light-Sport Ready. 110 MPH on 
4.4 GPH. Cont. A-65, great condition, Apr. 2022 annual. This air-
plane will turn heads wherever it goes. See Ron Jarvis at the airport 
or call (941) 725-4545. $29,500
See complete details on Barnstormers.com

If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

MY BOOKS
 Yep... I still have books for sale. They can be bought on Amazon 
or I carry copies with me. Amazon offers both paperback and Kindle. Just 
Google Amazon and enter Lawrence V Drake to see all my books.
 Reviews are always welcome... good, bad, or ugly.

VISIT: DrakeIP.com to see all my books.


