
“UNIQUE” IS THE WORD

I’m continually surprised by the unique people 
and aircraft that turn up at Airport Manatee. A few 
weeks ago, a trailer appeared parked on the back lot 
with “World’s Only Flying Car” painted across its 
side. It turns out it belongs to one of our own airport 
residents, Ed Sweeney. It seems Ed has a long history 
with that particular flying car.

In 1959, Ed was a student of Molt Taylor’s and got 
some dual instruction time in Molt’s latest design, 
the Aerocar.  He also flew RC model airplanes out 
of Molt’s sod strip. In 1988, Ed stumbled across an 
ad in Trade-A-Plane and ended up buying the very 
same aircraft. He refurbished the Aerocar and had 

it painted in the colors it sported when it appeared on the Bob Cummings TV show. Ed has logged hundreds of 
hours in it, taking it to fly-ins and airshows.  As I under-
stand it, the airplane is currently in the shop undergoing 
another restoration. 

I was also surprised to learn Ed’s interest in radio-con-
trolled models continued. He went on to publish Ameri-
can Aircraft Modeler and RC Sportsman. After that he 
manufactured ultralights. He owns other unique aircraft 
on the field including two Messerschmitt Bolkow BO 
208s, and a Promaks M-12 twin pusher. There is a lot of 
intrigue to Ed’s story and I, for one, am anxious to learn 
more. 

For a small grass strip hidden off the beaten path, Airport 
Manatee holds many surprises. You never know what you 
might find behind that hangar door or the next smiling 
face you meet.
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IN THE NEWS

Reading my September Sport Aviation Magazine from 
EAA, I came across an article entitled General Aviation’s 
Unsung Heroes. That definitely piqued my curiosity.  It 
turns out, not only is the article about private-use air-
ports and their importance to general aviation, but Air-
port Manatee popped up in the second paragraph. One 
of our own had penned the article.

The author, Gary Stevens, is the current president of EAA 
Chapter 180 out of Sarasota, a member of the EAA gov-
ernment host team, and helps the advocacy office with 
private airport issues. Manatee Airport is home to his 
Varga Kachina, a  low-wing, tandum, tri-gear airplane 
that looks a bit like a WWII trainer.

BUFFERS FOR BENTLY

If you have spent any time at the FAMFAM get-
toghers you have met Bently, Sheila Huffman’s 
constant companion. John and Sue Santono-
cito met up with Gerald, Sheila, and Bently for 
breakfast Sunday morning at Winter Haven. 
Bently had come equipped with his ear protec-
tors to buffer the noisey interior of the Huffman’s 
Vashon Ranger. I wonder if they incorporate a 
headset so Sheila can talk to him in flight?

Bently looks right at home in the baggage com-
partment. He has officially joined the ranks of 
aviating canines.

DanGryder.com Probable Cause

Tom Sawyer shared a website with me and asked me to pass it on. Dan Gryder focuses on accident avoidance in 
General Aviation. One way he does that is to present actual fatal events and analyzes the probable causes. While 
sobering, the video programs he posts are highly educational and worth viewing. DanGryder.com



FOR SALE

1946 TAYLORCRAFT BC12D, Light-Sport Ready. 110 MPH on 
4.4 GPH. Cont. A-65, great condition, Apr. 2022 annual. This air-
plane will turn heads wherever it goes. See Ron Jarvis at the airport 
or call (941) 725-4545. $29,500 (Offers Accepted)
See complete details on Barnstormers.com

If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 634-8559

MY BOOKS
 Yep... I still have books for sale. They can be bought on Amazon 
or I carry copies with me. Amazon offers both paperback and Kindle. Just 
Google Amazon and enter Lawrence V Drake to see all my books.
 Reviews are always welcome... good, bad, or ugly.

VISIT: DrakeIP.com to see all my books.

AFTERMATH

Airport Manatee is quickly return-
ing to normal after hurricane Ian but 
some were not so lucky. Twisted and 
bent tailfeathers and control surfaces 
still dot the open hangars but most 
are being dealt with.  It will take time 
to repair the aircraft but it doesn’t ap-
pear that any of the damage will per-
manently ground any birds. I think 
most agree that Airport Manatee was 
extremely lucky.


