
2022 In Review
Highlights from the FAMFAM UPDATE 

FAMFAM UPDATE
Friday AM Friends of Airport Manatee

DECEMBER 29, 2022

view previous newsletters online 
drakeip.com/famfam

Lawrence Drake
ldrake@drakeip.com

issue 39

JANUARY - Rich Hueber 
shows up with another of 
his many acquisistions. - 
Sixteen-year-old, Andrew 
Gryshchenko’s first solo 
flight with KidsFlyCubs.
org.

FEBRUARY - A Piper 
J5 had a close encoun-
ter with a drainage ditch 
while taxiing to the run-
way. - Ron Jarvis acquires 
a Taylorcraft.

MARCH - Mark Conner 
recieves the Wright Broth-
ers Master Pilot Award. 
- Tony Bennet and Jack 
Nichols haul Tony’s newly 
acquired Dakota Hawk 
from Indiana.

APRIL - Rich Hueber 
adds to his list, a Tecnam 
Astore. - EAA Chapter 
180 hosts its annual Spring 
Cookout at Airport Mana-
tee despite the dismal 
weather.



MAY - The Red Shirt 
tradition is born compli-
ments of Mike Haskell. - 
Charlie Turner exchanges 
the Taylorcraft L2 for a 
Cessna 150 L-19 Army 
Bird Dog look-a-like.

JUNE - Repairs begin on 
the hangars damaged by 
the Navion mishap. - Bar-
ry Mitchell ground-looped 
his walker and ended up in 
the hospital. After a long 
recovering he returned.

JULY - Clearing begins by 
the new owners of Airport 
Manatee for a planned 
paved runway. - Rachel 
Rheintgen becomes a Cer-
tified Flight Instructor.

AUGUST - Gerald Huff-
man shows off his new 
Vashon Ranger - The 
FAMFAM group celebrates 
Gerald’s 84th birtday with 
more than the usual cake, 
donuts and goodies.

SEPTEMBER - Heavy 
rains closed the runway 
but not the coffee pot. 
- Hurrican Ian roared 
through and damaged 
some airpcraft. 

OCTOBER - Ed Sweeney 
and his flying car were 
featured. - Sheila Huff-
man’s constant compan-
ion, Bently, gets his own 
“headset” when flying.



If you have any announcements or news you would like to share with the group, please Email 
it to me and I will include in the next update (whenever that may be.)

ldrake@drakeip.com or phone 970 593-2711

Have You Ordered Your Cup?
Send the following to be printed:

• Name (prefer first and last)
• Favorite Picture (jpg file preferred)

To:
Larry Meadows - lmeadowsw@yahoo.com or call 
(813) 419-4839

MY BOOKS
 Yep... I still have books for sale. They can be bought on Amazon 
or I carry copies with me. Amazon offers both paperback and Kindle. Just 
Google Amazon and enter Lawrence V Drake to see all my books.
 Reviews are always welcome... good, bad, or ugly.

VISIT: DrakeIP.com to see all my books.

NOVEMBER - Damage to 
aircraft from IAN contin-
ues to surface. - Ron Jarvis 
flips the prop one last time 
as he says goodbye to his 
Taylorcraft.

DECEMBER - The re-
cycling plant once again 
darkened the skies over 
Airport Manatee. - Christ-
mas Dinner at Popi’s was a 
grand success! 

HERE’s WISHING 
EVERYONE A 
HIGH FLYING 

2023!


